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From column 4, line 45 to column 9, line 10: 
[0009] 

[Preferred Embodiment of the Present invention] 

Referring now to FIG. land FIG. 2, one preferred embodiment 
of the present invention will be described hereinbelow. FIG. 
1 is a block diagram of a remote control system of the present 
embodiment, and FIG. 2 is a brief sketch of the remote control 
system of the present embodiment. 
[0010] . 

Referring now to FIG. 2, construction machine 10, such 
as a power shovel and a bulldozer, is located in construction 
site A, such as a disaster-stricken area, which is under 
restoration works. Construction machine 10 is equipped with 
TV camera 11 for recording the operation of construction machine 
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10, radio communication device (second radio communication 
means) 12, and others. As shown in FIG, 2, at center B away 
from site A, there are provided operator console 20 , monitor 
21 for showing video images taken by TV camera 11, personal 
computer (hereinafter called PC) 22 for use in remote control 
(hereinafter called PC) # and radio communication device (first 
radio communication means) 23 for receiving/transmitting 
signals from/to radio confiscation device construction 
machine 10 . operator console ,207 there^are mounted backup 



^remote control unit 201 (e^g, , ^~joystick) wh±ch_ is used to 
jmanual-ly-operate constructibnMchine 10 from a remote places 
and backup remote control unit 202 (e.g. , a joystick) which is 
used to manually operate TV camera 11 to rotate and zoom in/out. 
Operator 24 who stays at center B controls these remote control 



units, 201 and 202. ^Operator 24 wears microphone ( speech input 
means ) 25 on hi^ head^T^thf ough which : micr ophone^2 5 operator 24 



input s_his speech instructions _f or controlling " construction 

machine 10 and TV camera 11. 

[0011] 

Referring now to FIG. 1, a remote controlling system of 
the present embodiment will be described hereinbelow. Both 
microphone (speech inputting means ) 25, through v/lilclv operator 
24 ' s speech instructions for controlling TV camera 11 are input , 
and construction machine 10 are coupled to PC 22 . Further . radio 
communication device 23 is coupled to PC 22 via communication 
interface 26, and remote control units 201, 202 mounted on 
operator console 20 are also coupled to PC 22. Still further. 
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monitor 21 is coupled to PC 22 via communication interface 26 
and display control means 27, which takes the image data 
transmitted from communication interface 26 via PC 22, and then 
converts the image data into graphic display signals to output 
to monitor 21. PC 22 has speech instruction recognizing means 
221 , which recognizes a speech instruction by analyzing the voice 
wave signal output from microphone 25, and operation command 
converting means 222, which converts the speech instruction 
recognition result obtained by speech instruction recognizing 
means 221 into an operation command to construction machine 10 
and TV camera 11. The operation command output from operation 
command converting means 222 is transmitted from radio 
communication device 23 to construction machine 10 via 
communication interface 26. 
[0012] 

Speech instruction recognizing means 221 , as shown in FIG . 
1, has speech-analyzing/characteristics-extractingmeans 221A, 
storage means 221B, comparing means 221C, and operation 
instruction selecting means 221D. Speech-analyzing/charac- 
teristics-extracting means 221A analyzes a voice wave signal 
received from microphone 25 to extract the characteristics of 
operation, instructions and a parameter characteristic of the- , ^ 



vocalization of operator 24. Storage means 221B stores time 
series of such characteristic parameters , whichhas been obtained 
by speech-analyzing/characteristics -extracting means 221A, as 
standard patterns . Comparing means 221C compares a wave of voice 
produced by operator 24 , whose standard patterns have been stored 
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in storage means 221B, with the standard patterns stored in 
storage means 221B to calculate the degree of similarity between 
them. Operation instruction selecting means 221D outputs, as 
its recognition result, an operation instruction that 
corresponds to the standard pattern which revealed the highest 
degree of similarity in the above calculation by comparing means 
221C. 
[0013] 

In FIG. 1, radio communication device 12 equipped to 
construction machine 10 receives an operation command from radio 
communication device 23 of center B , and also transmits video 
signals taken by TV camera 11 to center B. Radio communication 
device 12 is connected with control circuit (control means) 14 
and image processing means 15 via communication interface 13. 
Image processing means 15 processes the video images recorded 
by TV camera 11 into the image data for transmission before the 
image data is output to radio communication device 12 . Control 
circuit 14 controls construction machine 10 and TV camera 11 
to obey an operation command demodulated by radio communication 
device 12. Drive unit 101 of construction machine 10 includes 
hydraulic circuitry that drives constructionmachine 10 andmakes 
it exert its functions ..... This hydraulic circuit is under -control 
of control circuit 14, which operates according to operation 
commands, so that operator 24 can remotely control construction 
machine 10 with speech instructions . Drive unit 111 of TV camera 
11 includes a motor for making TV camera 11 zoom in and out and 
a motor for moving TV camera 11 vertically and hoxrizontally , 
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and these motors are controlled by control circuit 14 which 
operates according to operation commands, so that operator 24 
can remotely control TV camera 11 with speech instructions. 
10014] 

An operation of the system of the present embodiment will 
be described hereinbelow. The remote control system of FIG. 
1 is activated, and speech instruction recognizing means 221 
is made into a mode for registering standard patterns . Under 
this state, operator 24 vocalizes a phrase that is expected to 
be required for operating construction machine 10, for example, 
instructions such as n go right," "go left," "go forward," and 
"dig," and such vocalization is taken by microphone 25 to be 
converted into a voice signal. Speech-analyzing/charac- 
teristics-extracting means 221A takes and analyzes the voice 
signal output from microphone 25 , and extracts the characteristic 
of the operation instruction and a parameter characteristic of 
the vocalization of operator 24. A time series of the 
characteristic parameter is registered in storage means 221B 
as a standard pattern, and the pattern is associated with its 
character representation (spelling, and so on). The forgoing 
sequence of processes is repeated for all the phrases that are 
expected to be required for operating construction machine 10 
andtime-series standard patterns are registered in storagemeans 
221B. In the similar manner, operator 24 vocalizes the phrases 
that are expected to be required for operating TV camera 11, 
for example, instructions such as "zoom in," "zoom out, " "turn 
rightward," "turn leftward," and time series of the 
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characteristic parameters obtained from 

speech-analyzing/characteristics-extracting means 221A are 
registered in storage means 221B as standard patterns. 
[0015] 

Next, the remote control system of FIG. 1 is made into 
a remote controlling mode, video images , taken by TV camera 11 , 
of the operations of construction machine 10 are monitored in 
real time on monitor 21 in center B. At that time, when remotely 
controlling construction machine 10 with speech instructions, 
operator 24, whose standard patterns are registered, vocalizes 
an operation instruction , for example , " go right , " while viewing 
the monitor screen of monitor 21. The vocalization is picked 
up by microphone 25, and the voice wave signal is taken into 
speech-analyzing/characteristics -extracting means 221A, which 
then analyzes the voice wave, and extracts the characteristic 
of the operation instruction and the characteristic parameter 
of the speech of operator 24 . Comparing means 221C compares 
the time series of the resulting characteristic parameter, which 
has been obtained from speech-analyzing/characteristics- 
extracting means 221A, with the standard patterns registered 
in storage means 221B, and calculates the similarity between 
them . The operation instruction , . " go right , which corresponds 
to the standard pattern yielding the highest similarity is then 
output from operation instruction selecting means 2 2 ID to 
operation command converting means 222 . 
[0016] 

Operation command converting means 222 converts the 
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operation instruction "go right" into an operation command 
"OOOl, " which is then transmitted to radio communication device 
23 via communication interface 26. Radio communication device 
23 modulates the received operation command, and sends out the. 
modulated command to construction machine 10 located at 
construction site A. Upon receipt of such an operation command 
signal received from center B, radio communication device 12 
of construction machine 10 demodulates the operation command 
signal, and then puts the demodulated operation command into 
control circuit 14 via communication interface 13. Control 
circuit 14 converts the received operation command "0001" into 
a control signal for controlling drive unit 101, a hydraulic 
circuitry, of construction machine 10 in such a way that 
construction machine 10 moves to the right, following the speech 
instruction, "go right made by operator 24. In this manner, 
it is possible for operator 24 to remotely control construction 
machine 10 with speech instructions, which are input through 
microphone 25, while viewing the monitor screen of monitor 21. 
[0017] 

In the meantime, when remotely controlling TV camera 11 
with speech instructions, as the case of construction machine 
10, operator 24 previously registers standard patterns* While 
viewing the monitor screen of monitor 21, operator: 24 utters 
an operation instruction, for example, "zoom in. " The uttered 
operation instruction is taken by microphone 25, and the voice 
wave signal is taken into speech-analyzing/characteristics - 
extracting means 221A, which then analyzes the voice wave, and 
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extracts the characteristic of the operation instruction and 
the characteristic parameter of the voice of operator 24. 
Comparing means 221C compares the time series of tlie resulting 
characteristic parameter, which has been obtained from 
speech-analyzing/characteristics-extracting means 221A, with 
the standard patterns registered in storage means 221B, and 
calculates the similarity between them. The operation 
instruction, "zoom in, ' which corresponds to the standardpattern 
yielding the highest similarity is then output from operation 
instruction selecting means 221D to operation command converting 
means 222 . 
[0018] 

Operation command converting means 222 converts the 
operation instruction "zoom in" into an operation command "1001, * 
which is then transmitted to radio communication device 23 via 
communication interface 26. Radio communication device 23 
modulates the received operation command, and sends out the 
modulated command to construction machine 10 located at 
construction site A. Upon receipt of such an operation command 
signal received from center B, radio communication device 12 
of construction machine 10 demodulates the operation command 
signal, and then puts the demodulated operation command into 
control circuit 14 via communication interface 13 . Control 
circuit 14 converts the received operation command "1001" into 
a control signal to control drive unit 111 , the motor for zooming 
in/out, of construction machine 10, in such a way that: TV camera 
11 zooms in, following the speech instruction, 'zoom in," made 
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by operator 24. In this manner, it is possible for operator 
24 to remotely control TV camera 11 with speech instructions, 
which is input through microphone 25, while viewing the monitor 
screen of monitor 21. 
[0019] 

Under the condition that construction machine 10 and TV 
camera 11 are remotely controlled with speech instructions, it 
might sometimes be difficult to control both cons true ti on machine 

10 and TV camera 11 at the same time only by using speech 
instructions. For example, when giving the instructions "go 
right" and "zoom in" to construction machine 10 and TV camera 
11, respectively, at the same time, operator 24 can use backup 
remote control unit 201 for manually controlling TV camera 11 
to zoom in. 

[0020] 

With the forgoing embodiment of the present invention, 
speech instruction recognizing means 221 recognizes a speech 
instruction made by operator 24, Operation command converting 
means 222 converts the recognition result into an operation 
command for construction machine 10 or TV camera 11 , and transmits 
the operation command to construction machine 10 located at 
construction site A , so that construction machine 10 and TV camera 

11 can be remotely controlled. With this structure, one single 
operator 24 can remotely control construction machine 10 and 
TV camera 11, thereby resulting in labor savings. In addition, 
it is possible to improve the speed and the efficiency of the 
remote controlling of construction machine 10 and TV camera 11. 



Further, even when it is difficult to operate both construction 
machine 10 and TV camera 11 at the same time, operator 24 is 
^kbie to use backup remote control units 201, 20 2_ mounted on, 
\cb^ machine 10 and TV camera 11, respectively , tbl: 

-execute manual operation of construction machin^lO or"TV camera 
11. 

[0021] 

In the forgoing embodiment, what were remotely controlled 
were construction machine 10 and TV camera 11. The present 
invention should by no means be limited to this, and is also 
applicable to other types of equipment. Likewise, radio 
communication device (second radio communication means ) 12 and 
radio communication device (first radio communication means) 
23 were used to transmit and receive operation commands and image 
signals in the foregoing embodiment. The present invention 
should by no means be limited to this , and there could be provided 
two separate communication systems: one is dedicated to 
transmitting and receiving operation commands, and the other 
is dedicated to transmitting and receiving image signals. 
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(54) REMOTE CONTROL SYSTEM FOR DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To save labor and also 
operate remotely operated devices remotely and speedily 
with high precision by enabling even one operator to 
remotely operate plural remotely operated devices. 

SOLUTION: The system is equipped with a voice 
instruction recognizing means 221 which recognizes a 
voice instruction by analyzing the voice wave signal 
outputted from a microphone 25 and an operation 
command converting means 222 which converts the 
recognition result of the voice instruction obtained by 
the voice instruction recognizing means 221 to an 
operation command to a construction machine 10 and a 
TV camera 11 and the operation command outputted 
from this operation command converting means 222 is 
sent to the construction machine 10 from a radio 
communication device 23. The construction machine 10 
converts the operation command received by a radio 
communication device 12 into a control signal by a 
control circuit 14 and remotely controls the 
construction machine 10 and TV camera 11 according to 
the operation command. 
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->ism^n.2 2 1 BtlSLTfc<. ^tcLT, 
i i*5MH£toe3S$:giaUfcv>J|iB. fiaj^i^ 
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^a^^l. ; &^«#sasaj#a2 2 1 A*&a&*i 
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c 0 0 1 5 ] <xtz, m 1 c^-raraas^^^xASisisi 
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CimkM Atc^-fS. *>*>&*Uak:fcVvt. JIM 
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2 5 tc J: 9 £ v ? r „:r$it. ^fO^fce^ftt^fl- 
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[0016] M#g2 2 2-Cli, r*rte 
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<?> v-Y ^ 2 5 fcl*)ttT^ft<£-$-3£?r-fS fc t i 0 . 
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